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WHO ARE WE?

The Criminal Justice Planning Agency (CJPA) was established in 1980 under the
Office of the Govemar through Executive Order No. 16 which created the
Northem Marianas Commorwealth Council for the Improvement of the Cr minal Justice System. On

Navember 20, 1998 pursuant to Bublic Law 11-47, CJPA's
Councils and authorit es were created by law.

The Criminal Justice Planning Agency was estahlished as the staff of the
Supervisory Council, to function in a manner consistent with the Const tution and Laws of the

Commonwealth and tasked to comply with the Federal Omnibu s

Crime Control and Safety Street Act of 1968, as anended, and other related Federal Laws.

The Northem Marianas Commonwealth Council for the improvement of the Criminal Justice
System, alsa known as the CJPA Supervisary Council, serves as

the "Supervisory Body" for the administration of the U.S . Department of Justice (DOJ) grant
programs for the CNM| and as a mechanism for cooperative action

amaong the various law enforcemert and criminal justice agencies and related community programs

inthe CNMI.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Criminal Justice Plannimg Agency is committed te providling service to the
public amd community program s by securing federal funds on critical criminal
justice needs under the direction of the Govemor, Sugervisory: Council and Youth
Advisery, Council. CJPA Eurrently fumctions in a manner to achieve these twe
bread gaals:

1. To successfully administer federal programs relating to the CNMI criminal
justice system by preparing and developing annual state plan applications for
federal funds that will benefit the CNMI criminal justice system and monitaring
and evaluating criminal justice programs and projects funded under CJPA
administered programs.

2. To advise and assist the Govemor in developing policies, plans, programs,
and budgets for improving the cocrdination, administration, and effectiveness
of the criminal justice system in the Commaonwealth.

3. To encourage camprehensive justice planning effoits.

4. To moniter, evaluate and coordinate pragrams and projects, funded in whole
or in part by.the Commonwealth Government, aimed a reducing erime and
juvenile delinquency and improving tiie aaministration of justice.

5. To apply for, contract, receive and expend for its puiposes any;
approprlatlons or grants from the Commonwealth, the Federal Government, or
any: ather seuree, public er private, in accordance with the appropriate
process.

6. To collect form any Commonwealth department, agency, instrumentality,
office or other entity, inform ation data, repoits, statistics or such other material
which is necessaryto carry out the Council's or Agency's functions.
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2020 SUPERVISORY COUNCIL

Chairmare Hon. Alexandro C. Castro
Chiet Justice , CNMI Supreme Court

Wice Chaimman: Hon. E dward Manibusan
Attorney General, CNMI

Robest A, Guerrero
Com missioner, Department of P ublic Satety

Hon. Robert Naraja
Presiding Judge, CNMI Superior Court

Douglas Hartig
P uklic Defender, CNMI

Wally Villagomez2
Com missioner, Depantment of Coredtions

Vacant: Sapan Regre sentative

Alfred Ada
Com missioner, Puklic School System

John . Tagabuel
E xecutive Director, Caralinian Affairs Office

Ignacio Aquiningoce
Charman, CJPAYouth Advisary Council

Vacant: Rota Representative

Hon. Vicernte Santos
Mayor, Notthern Islands Representative

Maisie B. Tenoiio
Women Representative

Patrick Tenorio
Citizen Member

Jim Arenovski
Citizen Member

YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Chaiman: Ignacio P. Aquiningoc
Rep . John Paul Saklan
Yvonne R. Pangelinan

John S. Blanco

John Gilbert Saludez
Crystal Cabrera

Shitley L. Norita

Aptil Tumada

SylvioAda

Hima Marie P ersson Castro
Theodora Lizama

Tha Tudela

Calvani Dele on Guerero
Joseph Millagomez

Maxne Pangelnan

Matiah Barcinas



GRANTS

PROGRAMS

The Criminal Justice Planning Agency currently administers the following grants:

JAG,;

Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program:

The Edward Byme Memarial Assistance Grant (JAG)
Program is the pnmary provider of federal criminal justice
funding to states and units of local gevemment. The
funding may be used to provide additianal gersennel,
equipment, supplies, and traitiing for law enforcement
pragrams, prosecution and ecowrt priograms, prevention and
education pregrams, corrections and community
corrections program, and drug treatment and enforcement
pregrams, to mame a few.
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Violence A gainst VWom en Act (VAVWA):

The Vialenee Against Wemen Act iS designed to improve
the criminaljustice respanses to damestic vielence, sexual
assault, and stalking and o incredse the availability of
serviees for victims of these crimes. The funding may be
used for personmel, supplies, and training.

Sexual Assault Services Formula Grant Program
(SASP):

The SASP Farmula Grant Program funds states and
territories to supparnt rape crisis centers and other
nongrafit, nongevemmental organizations, including
faith-pased and other community organizations that
providé core Servicés, diréct intervention, and reldted
assistance to victims of sexual assault.

Victims of CrimeAct (VOCA):

The Victims of Crime Act Grant Program suppot direct
services 10 crime victims (i.e. persons who have suffered
physical, sexual, financial, or emaotional harm as a result of
the commission af a crime).
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Office of JuvenileJustice and Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP):

The Office of Juvenile Justicé and Delinguency Prevention
grant supports the state, local, and tribal effaerts bo rieduce
and prevent delinquency, imprave the juvenile justice
system, and proteet children frem violence and abuse. The
funds may be used far persennel, supplies, and training.
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Coronavirus Emergency Supplem ental Funding
(CESF):

The Coronavinus Emergency Supplemental Funding
(CESF) Pragram will provide funding to assist eligible
states, local units of government, and tribes in preventing,
preparing for, and responding to the coronavirus.

GRANT SUB-GRANTEE’S

- CNMI Judiciary

- Division of Youth Services

- Division of Customs

- Office of the Attomey General

- Department of Public Safety

- NMI Crime Stoppers

- Family Court

- Karidat

- Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation

- Superior Court

- CNMI Drug Court

- Department of Fire and Emergency Medical
Services

- Department of Corrections
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FINANCES

WHERE QUR MONEY COMES FRCM

Breakdown

6%

ul|ustice Assitant Grant [JAG) Program - 5223 880

ul\/iolence Against Women Act (VAWA) - 5618560

oS8 ual Assaut Services Formula Grant Program (SASF) - 569,013
dVictms of Crime Act (VOCA) - 5357 868

ul Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (QJI0P) - 578,750
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WHAT OUR MAIN EXPENSES ARE

PERSONNEL
$232,264

OPERATIONS
$109,673
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UTILITIES
¥ $7500

Governor

Ralph DLG Torres

MNorthern Marianas
Commonwealth Council for
the Improvement for the
Criminal Justice
(Supervisory Council)

Criminal Justice Planning

Agency
(capa)

Executive Director
Zerdyn A. Taimanao

BlA Grants Coordinater | OVW Grants Coordinator

Dominigue V. Cervania
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Youth Advisory Council
vAacC)

Administrative Officer
Leeani A, Villagomez

OIIDP CGrants.
Coordinator/Compliance

Leon L. Lizama Il
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OUTLOOK

CHALLENGES LOOKING AHEAD

- Funding: CJPA is funded through local - Collaboration: CJPA will continue to collaborate
appropriations and federal grants. There is still a with various government agencies, private entities,
need for additional funding to build capacity and and federal agencies. Through collaboration we are
improve our daily operations. able to find innovative ways to support our sub-
- Capacity: CJPA currently has six staff. Some of grantees and our community.
the staff handle more than one grant. The need for
additional staff will help our agency apply for more - Support: CJPA will work on streamlining and

rants and be more effective in providing support improving its processes and procedures to provide
or our sub-grantees. better support to our sub-grantees and stakeholders.

Agency Highlights

Training: CJPA in collaboration with the Office of
Justice Programs Territories Financial Support Center
provided training for our sub-grantees. Through this
training, our sub- grantees were able to get trained in
areas such as: allowable costs, unallowable costs,
desk audits, and preparing for site visits.

Renovations: CJPA through the Capitol
Improvement Project under the Office of the
Governor, renovated building 1314. Renovations are
on-going and will be completed December of 2022. In
addition, the interior of building 1315 was renovated
and completed in September 2022.

CONTACT

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PLANNING AGENCY
P.O. Box 501133 Chalan Kanoa -« Saipan, MP 96950
TEL:(670) 664 4550-7 - Fax: (670) 664 4560
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